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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

L An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to appHcant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
William Bak and Cathy Ann Kodroff on August 28, 2003. 
The appHcation has been amended as follows: 


In the specification: 

The following text has been inserted in the present application after Une 6 on page 6 of the 
specification: 

"BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 


FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a prior art apparatus for directly depositing synthetic silica 
on a glass ingot; 

FIG. 2 is a schematic view of a prior art apparatus for directly depositing synthetic silica 
on a pool of molten glass; 

FIG. 3 is a schenoatic view of a first embodiment of an apparatus for manufacturing a 

glass ingot from synthetic silica according to the present invention; and 

FIG. 4 is a schematic view of a second embodiment of an apparatus for manufacturing a 
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glass ingot from synthetic silica according to the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS- 
In page 8, line 7: "34" has been changed to -33— 
In the claims: 

Claim 16 has been amended as follows: 

16. A furnace for the continuous manufacture of synthetic vitreous silica glass ingot, 
the fiimace comprising: 

a ftimace enclosure housing a refractory container, the container being adapted to 
hold a melt of synthetic vitreous silica; 

a die disposed within a wall or base of the container, the die including an orifice 
through which the glass ingot is extruded; 

moveable support means downstream of the orifice, adapted to support and 
facilitate withdrawal of the ingot; and 

at least one or more b urners adapted to maintain the said melt of synthetic 
vitreous silica in said refractory container above its sintering temperature, said at least 
one said b urner being a synthesis bumer for depositing synthetic vitreous silica by vapour 
vapor deposition onto a surface of the melt and having associated means for supplying 
silica precursor and combustion gases; 
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said die and moveable support means being arranged to enable continuous 
withdrawal of synthetic vitreous silica as an ingot of predetermined cross-sectional 
dimensions, defined by dimensions of said die orifice, at a rate substantially similar to 
that at which silica is deposited by said synthesis burner. 

Claim 20 has been amended as follows: 

20. The furnace according to claim 18, wherein the refractory container with its die, 
the ingot and the arrangement of clamps are moveable to aad fro horizontally in anx- 
direction t o spread a pattem of deposited glass from the burner. 

Claim 21 has been amended as follows: 

2 1 • The furnace according to claim 1 8, wherein the refractory container with its die, 
the ingot and the arrangement of clamps can be moved are moveable in orthogonally 
disposed x- and y- directions, to spread a pattem of deposited glass from said burner. 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier conamunications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sean E Vincent whose telephone number is 703-305-3607. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M - F (8:30 - 6:00) Second Monday Off. 

4. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven P Griffin can be reached on 703-308-1 164. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

5. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0651. 
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